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SUBJECT: MARAMBIO AIR BASE COOPERATION 

1. DURING RECENT VISIT OF NSF OFFICE OF POLAR PROGRAM OFFICIALS, 

EMBASSY WAS PROVIDED COPY OF DEPARTMENT S MEMO OF JUNE 29 TO NSF 
EXPRESSING PREFERENCE FOR GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT ARRANGEMENT FOR 
PROPOSED MARAMBIO AIR BASE COOPERATION. EMBASSY APPRECIATES 
DEPARTMENT'S CONCERN AND IS IN FULL AGREEMENT THAT BOTH NEGOTIATION 
AND EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT COVERING THIS PROJECT MUST TAKE PLACE 
WITH KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT OF GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES. WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE IT FOLLOWS FROM THIS BASIC PRINCIPLE, HOWEVER, THAT 
AGREEMENT MUST BE GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT IN FORM, OR THAT 
NEGOTIATIONS MUST TAKE PLACE AT GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT LEVEL. 

2. HIGHEST LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF ARGENTINE AIR FORCE HAVE GIVEN 
CLEAR AND STRONG SIGNALS THAT AGREEMENT ON MARAMBIO WILL NOT BE 
POSSIBLE UNLESS ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE DIRECTLY WITH AIR FORCE. 

WE ARE NOT FULLY AWARE OF AIR FORCE BASIS FOR THIS VIEWPOINT, 

NOR IS IT CLEAR WHETHER AIR FORCE IS MAKING CLEAR DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN WHO NEGOTIATES AGREEMENT, AND WHO SIGNS AGREEMENT. IN ANY 
EVENT, WE BELIEVE LOGICAL COURSE OF ACTION AT THIS JUNCTURE IS TO 
EXPLORE INFORMALLY WITH ARGENTINE AIR FORCE THE BASIS FOR THEIR 
POSITION SO THAT WE CAN FACTOR THIS THINKING INTO FINAL US 
DECISION ON TYPE OF AGREEMENT TO SEEK, AND PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED 
IN ITS NEGOTIATION. WE SEE NO DANGER IN SUCH EXPLORATORY DISCUSSIONS 
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CLEAR THAT FURTHER PROGRESS WOULD DEPEND ON APPROPRIATE APPROVAL 
FROM GOA CIVIL AUTHORITIES. 

3. WHILE EMBASSY RECOGNIZES THAT ARGENTINE MILITARY SERVICES DO NOT 
HAVE AUTONOMY, THEY HAD BEFORE, WE QUESTION WHETHER AGENCY-TO-AGENCY 
AGREEMENT MADE UNDER GOA COGNIZANCE AND PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT-TO- 
GOVERNMENT SCIENCE AGREEMENT WOULD BE LESS SECURE THAN NEW GOVERNMENT 

LEVEL AGREEMENT. MOREOVER, FROM SUBSTANTIVE POINT OF VIEW, WE 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT ANTARCTIC POLICY PROBLEMS RE AGREEMENT TO 
COOPERATE AT MARAMBIO ARE MORE EASILY AVOIDED IN TECHNICAL 
AGREEMENT AT AGENCY LEVEL, TO THE ADVANTAGE OF BOTH PARTIES. 

4. AS DEPT AND NSF AWARE, EMBASSY FEELS STRONGLY THAT US ACCESS TO 
MARAMBIO AIR BASE AFFORDED BY COOPERATIVE PROGRAM IS DECIDELY IN 
LONG-TERM US INTERESTS IN ANTARCTIC. WE RECOGNIZE THAT US INTERESTS 
MUST BE SAFEGUARDED BY APPROPRIATE AGREEMENT, BUT BELIEVE THAT WE 
SHOULD NOT FOREGO ADVANTAGE THIS COOPERATION BY PRECONDITIONS ON 
FORM OF AGREEMENT WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING ARGENTINE WISHES IN MATTER 
AND BASIS THEREFORE. 

5. FOR REASONS CITED ABOVE, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS IT BE AUTHORIZED TO 
EXPLORE INFORMALLY WITH ARGENTINE AIR FORCE ALTERNATIVES PROCEDURES 
FOR NEGOTIATION AND CONCLUSION OF AGREEMENT ON MARAMBIO, MAKING IT 
Cl EAR IN SUCH CONVERSATIONS THAT, IN ANY EVENT, AGREEMENT MUST BE 
NEGOTIATED AND CONCLUDED WITH KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT OF GOA. 

KREBS 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 JUL 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: worrelsw 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BUENOS04945 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS KREBS 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: BUENOS AIRES 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730739/aaaabcdj.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION SCI 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: worrelsw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15-Jan-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <01 MAR 2002 by worrelsw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MARAMBIO AIR BASE COOPERATION 
TAGS: TGEN. MARR, AR, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




